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***Press Release*** 
 

Burnam files suit against Ethics Commission 
~Asks court to enforce disclosure law~ 

  
(Austin, Texas) – State Rep. Lon Burnam filed suit today against the Texas Ethics Commission and 
asked a state district court to stand up for disclosure in state government. The Dallas Morning News 
reported today that ERS board member Bill Ceverha received $100,000 in cash “gifts” from Bob Perry, 
even though Ceverha failed to disclose the amount of the “gifts” on his personal financial disclosure 
statement.  
 
“The revelation that the size of this “gifts” were $100,000 reinforces and further highlights the dangers of nondisclosure,” 
said State Rep. Lon Burnam.  “Because of the Texas Ethics Commission’s refusal to properly enforce disclosure laws, any 
elected official, commission or board member could also receive a check for $100,000 and refuse to disclose the amount.  
This loophole invites bribery.  My lawsuit asks the Court to uphold the 1973 ethics legislation that requires meaningful 
descriptions of gifts.”  
 
On Monday, nearly forty Democratic State Representatives signed a letter to the Ethics Commission 
asking that they reconsider their untenable position. 
 
“The Ethics Commission has grossly misinterpreted the law. If politicians or state officials receive huge gifts, the public has 
a right to know the amount and the law requires the official to reveal it,” said Burnam.   
  
In the suit filed today, Burnam pleads: 
“Without a formal rule or Commission opinion, Plaintiff and other concerned officials do not know the legal requirements 
for reporting gifts. It appears that the staff of the Commission would accept a description of a gift that is for all practical 
purposes meaningless. For instance, the staff’s position would allow an official to describe a gift of $100,000 in cash as an 
‘envelope containing pieces of paper.’ This is an absurd interpretation directly contrary to the legislative purpose. Plaintiff, 
as an official subject to the Act, does not know how to report a gift in a manner that is in accordance with law and is at 
risk of both civil and criminal penalties……Plaintiff seeks to have the Court to declare the legal requirements of Texas 
Government Code as related to the reporting of gifts under Chapter 572 of the Code in accordance with the stated 
intention of the law, which Plaintiff says requires a detailed and meaningful description of the gift.” 
  
The Ethics Commission now has 20 days to justify – or reconsider – their indefensible position that a 
public official can receive a gift of any amount and simply write “check” or “piece of paper” on their 
disclosure form, with no mention of the value whatsoever. 
 
For more info: Doug Lewin, Legislative Director (512) 463-0740 
  Buck Wood, Attorney (512) 917-8864 


